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Tax Refusing Minister Arrested 





Colorado C.O. Gets 15 Months 


Richard Keene, young medical student at the Uni- 
versity of Colorado, was sentenced to 15 months im- 
prisonment on September 12 by Federal Judge Alfred 
Arraj in Denver. Earlier he had been found guilty of 
refusal to accept induction into the Army. 


Keene was not a conscientious objector when he 
registered with his local board in Indiana on his 18th 
birthday. After he had been classified I-A (available for 
military duty), he requested the special conscientious 
objector form each C.O. must fill out and file with his 
draft board. 


On the day he sent this request, Keene’s draft board 
mailed him an order to report for induction. The board 
sent the C.O. form, but refused to cancel the induction 
order. The draft board relied upon the Selective Service 
Regulation that classification shall not be reopened once 
an induction order has been issued unless the board finds 
that the change in the registrant’s status resulted from 
circumstances over which the registrant had no control. 


Keene sought to appeal the draft board’s refusal to 
reopen his classification, but found that he had no right 
of appeal. He contended that the regulation prohibiting 
the board from reopening a classification once an induc- 
tion order was issued cannot apply to a conscientious 
objector since it conflicts with the draft law itself which 
provides that no conscientious objector can be compelled 
to perform any military service if he is conscientiously 
opposed to such service. 


Judge Arraj’s verdict is being appealed by Keene, 
who remains free on $2,000 bond. William F. Reynard, 
Denver, is Keene’s attorney. 





Courtmartial Sentence Reduced 


Pvt. William S. Callahan currently imprisoned at the 
U.S. Disciplinary Barracks at Lompoc, California, had 
his courtmartial sentence of five years reduced late in 
August to 18 months at hard labor. 


Callahan was tried by a general courtmartial last 
March in Fort Sam Houston, Texas, when he refused 
further cooperation with the military because of conscien- 
tious objection to all military duty. He was charged with 


(Continued on page 4) 





Refuses Cooperation with Officials 
Grand Jury Indictment Sought 





The Reverend Maurice F. McCrackin, well known 
Presbyterian pacifist minister, was arrested September 
12 for refusal to comply with the income tax laws. 
McCrackin offered total non-cooperation when arrested 
by federal agents who then bodily carried him to a hear- 
ing before the U.S. Commissioner. 

McCrackin was released late that afternoon after of- 
ficials failed to gain any cooperation from him in his 
total and consistent stand against paying taxes for war 
or giving any information to assist tax officials in making 
a collection. 

The well-known pastor of West Cincinnati-St. Barna- 
bas Church and director of the Findlay Street Neighbor- 
hood House has openly refused for 10 years to pay 
income taxes, stating, “I simply don’t want to give my 
money to something | think is wrong.” 

When arraigned before the U.S. Commissioner, 
Maurice McCrackin was charged with contempt. He re- 
fused to cooperate with the hearing saying, “I have no 
control over what you do. According to the summons, 
you say you will bring the body. The body is here. | 
am trying to follow my conscience, and you fellows will 
have to do what your conscience leads you to do.” 

McCrackin declined to cooperate with bail arrange- 
ments and would nét sign a recognizance bond. Nor 
would he cooperate with the appointment of legal counsel 
to defend him. He was finally released without signing 
anything or making any verbal agreements. 

A hearing was held before the U.S. Commissioner 
on September 26, but McCrackin was not present. The 
Commissioner referred the matter to the Federal Grand 
Jury scheduled to meet later. 

Civil Disobedience 

Several days before his arrest McCrackin had stated 
in a letter to the income tax office his reasons for refus- 
ing to cooperate: “I cannot respond to your summons 
because I cannot cooperate with an agency such as your 
own which has in it so many elements of a police state. 
No negotiation is possible for I am not willing to give 
any information or to make any tax payments. To meet 
with you would only involve us in discussions which 
could lead nowhere. Not to come, I know, is an act of 
civil disobedience but anyone who contends that civil 
law should always be obeyed and never disobeyed should 
remember that Adolph Hitler came to power in a legal 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Phoenix Skipper Sentenced 


Earle Reynolds, arrested last July for sailing his 
yacht Phoenix into the Pacific bomb-test area, was sen- 
tenced September 26 to six months in prison and 18 
months on probation. Sentence was imposed by Federal 
Judge J. Frank McLaughlin after he rejected a plea for 
a new trial by Reynolds’ attorney, Joseph Rauh, Jr. of 
Washington, D.C. 


The plea was based on Judge McLaughlin’s refusal 
to adjourn Reynolds’ trial until Rauh’s arrival in Hono- 
lulu. “If Mr. Rauh had conducted my defense at the 
trial, he would have raised a great number of questions 
not raised, and the result would have been different,” 
Reynolds stated in a memorandum submitted to the 
court. 


Rauh argued that among the points he would have 
raised were the “illegal” Atomic Energy Commission 
regulations enacted especially to “prevent protests” 
against nuclear tests. He charged that the regulations 
violate international law by restricting freedom of navi- 
gation, freedom of fishing and freedom from pollution. 


Asserting that what Rauh would have done at the 
trial was too “iffy,” Judge McLaughlin commented: 
“There has never been a trial that was a perfect trial.” 


Earle Reynolds explained to the court that he sailed 
into the forbidden test area to protest the “illegal” action 
of A.E.C. The judge commented: “You may be right, 
but certainly the way you have taken to prove you are 
right is not a commendable way.” 


Rauh immediately filed notice of appeal. Pending the 
appeal, Reynolds remains free on $500 bail. 


Earle Reynolds wife, Barbara, brought Phoenix back 
to Honolulu October 13 after a hard 60-day passage from 
Kwajalein Naval Base in the Marshall Islands. Ted Rey- 


nolds and Niichi Mikami were also aboard. 


The Reynolds family which sailed Phoenix 65 miles 
inside the bomb-test area before Reynolds was arrested, 
acted independently of any group. Contributions are 
welcome from interested persons to help the Reynolds 
family defray the heavy expenses involved in the appeal 
to test these important constitutional issues. Contribu- 
tions should be addressed to Phoenix Defense Fund, 


P. O. Box 5199, Honolulu, Hawaii. 








1959 PEACE CALENDAR 


We have been assured that the 1959 Calen- 
dar is the best yet. The art work features the 
famous ketch Golden Rule. 


Order from War Resistors League, 5 Beek- 
man Street, New York, N. Y. The cost $1.25 
each; 6 for $7.00, postage included. Proceeds 
support WRL work. 




















Ministers Protest Jail Rules 


Prisoners in the Laramie County jail, in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, may now receive Bibles and other reading 
matter from the outside. Jail regulations were changed 
recently because of a protest entered by the Cheyenne 
Ministerial Association when one of its members was 
refused permission to bring a Bible to one of the six 
pacifists jailed late this summer for protesting the con- 
struction of an ICBM base near Cheyenne. 

Sheriff Tuck, in charge of the jail, stated that jail 
regulations prohibited bringing in any reading material 
which had been underlined. He pointed out that some 
passages in the Bible denied admission were underlined 
or otherwise marked “so that they might have been code 
messages.” Prison copies of the Bible were available 
upon request. 

The sheriff admitted that reading material was denied 
prisoners because they often started fires to make coffee 
in the middle of the night, thus smoking up the jail. 

The Ministerial Association insisted that men im- 
prisoned should have access to reading materials. It 
suggested that the problem of fire hazard “could be ef- 
fectively controlled by other means than the denial of 
the privileges.” 

Ted Olson, Fallsington, Pa., is the only one of the 
Cheyenne missile protest group now remaining in jail. 
He will be released December 24. 

Kenneth and Ellanor Calkins, Erica Enzer, John 
White, and Art Springer all paid the balance of their 
fines after serving several days in jail. The protest pro- 
ject was closed late September. 





TAX REFUSER ARRESTED 
(Continued from page 1) 


fashion. His rise was made possible by and became 
inevitable because the edicts and laws of the German 
state were blindly obeyed. When finally there was open 
disobedience it was too little and too late . . .” 

The Reverend McCrackin has been under attack for 
a year by the Americanism committee of the Hamilton 
County American Legion and by church and community 
elements who disagree with his forthright witness for 
brotherhood and his stand against war. The State of 
Georgia, it was reported, began a smear attack on Mc- 
Crackin following his visits to Koinonia Farm, an inte- 
grated Christian community in Americus, Georgia, and 
his attendance at a seminar on the nonviolent movement 
for integration in the South, at the Highlander Folk 
School in Tennessee. Early in 1958 the Cincinnati Pres- 
bytery considered an action to remove McCrackin from 
his pastorate, but declined to take this step. 

Immediately following his arrest the United Appeal 
Fund of Cincinnati voted to suspend Findlay Street 
Neighborhood House temporarily as a Community Chest 
agency. The local NAACP protested the action of the 
United Appeal Fund in “surrendering to outside pres- 
sures.” 

The Cincinnati Freedom of Conscience Committee 
defended McCrackin’s freedom to follow his conscience. 
They stated that his refusal to pay taxes “is a matter 
which the courts must decide by the due process of 
law . . . No one is privileged to take away a man’s live- 
lihood in order to silence his ideas.” 
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Briefly Noted 


Charles Rufus Humphrey, 24-year-old Jehovah’s wit- 
ness from Indianapolis was sentenced to two years in 
prison last September 25 by U.S. District Judge Cale 
Holder. Humphrey had completed his first two-year pri- 
son sentence last year. He refused to accept civilian 
work at Richmond, Indiana State Hospital because he 
would not work under government orders. 


* * * 


The New York State Court of Appeals (the highest 
court of the state) will hear this fall the appeal of the 19 
pacifists convicted in 1956 of violating the New York 
State Civil Defense law. The group refused to take cover 
during a scheduled air raid drill. They are challenging 
the civil defense law on the ground that it denies free- 
dom of speech, press, and assembly, the right to petition 
for grievances, and equal protection of the law. Ken- 
neth A. Greenawalt and Harrop Freeman are attorneys 
on the appeal. 


* * * 


Lee D. Stern, CCCO board member from Nyack, 
N. Y., recently refused to sign an affirmation of alle- 
giance in making application for a passport. He con- 
sidered the affirmation to be an oath pledging allegiance 
primarily to the State. Rowland Watts, staff counsel of 
the American Civil Liberties Union, prepared an alterna- 
tive affirmation which was acceptable both to Stern and 
the Passport Office. It took note of the applicant’s re- 
ligious convictions and his “ultimate devotion to the will 


of God .. .” 


* * * 


David Gale was appointed administrative assistant 
for CCCO beginning October 1. He also continues part- 
time with Nonviolent Action Against Nuclear Weapons. 


* * * 


About 200 young Nazarene C.O.’s are reported im- 
prisoned in Yugoslavia at the present time. . The Nazar- 
enes are a small Christian-pacifist sect who have suffered 
persecution by middle-European governments for many 
years. About one-half of these C.O.’s are serving a sec- 
ond sentence; 20 are serving a third term; and at least 
one a “four-time loser.” is well into his second decade 


behind bars. 


The Nazarenes are willing to perform noncombatant 
military duty but the Yugoslavian government refuses to 
recognize even this mild form of conscientious objection. 


* * * 


West German reports reveal that 3,500 conscripts 
have registered as conscientious objectors under the 
German draft law. 


* * * 


The Netherlands Embassy has informed CCCO that 
conscientious objectors in The Netherlands would not 
be affected by the new civil defense draft recently adopted 
by The Netherlands. Personnel for civil defense will be 
conscripted from men who have already completed mili- 


Reprieve 


(By John Resko; 225 pp; Bantam Books, 1958 (Double- 
day, 1956); 35c.) 


What is prison like? This question is given more 
than a passing thought by the C.O. who faces that pos- 
sibility. In spite of the many movies and books about 
it, prison remains for many a shadowy and nebulous 
image. 


A convicted murderer, John Resko knows prison 
well. Twenty minutes from execution time, he was saved 
from the electric chair by a governor’s reprieve. One 
month later, after going through the pre-execution ritual 
once more, he was saved by a commutation of his death 
sentence to life imprisonment. 


Resko was transferred from Sing Sing to Dannemora 
Prison in upstate New York. Not without reason, Danne- 
mora is known to cons as “Siberia.” There, for 19 years, 
John Resko came to know the boredom, the brutalities, 
the loneliness, the grim humor and the spiritual erosion 


of prison life. He also tells of the “right guys” and the 


strange codes of honor and human decency that often 
prevail. 


How Resko could resist the debilitating effects of a 
life sentence and win his way to freedom again is a testa- 
ment to the human spirit. Through teaching and art he 
was able to hold on to some inner resource upon which 
to build a new life. 


No federal prison in which a C.O. may serve can 
compare with Dannemora. Nevertheless, the basic ele- 
ments of prison life are there. If you start reading this 
book you won’t get much done until you finish it. 


Charles C. Walker 





tary duty and are not subject to reserve duty. The Nether- 
lands does recognize conscientious objectors in religious 
and moral grounds. 


* * * 


New Zealand abolished compulsory military training 
effective April 1, 1959. All types of conscientious objec- 
tors were recognized under New Zealand’s old draft law. 
The law provided total and unconditional exemption for 
those opposed to both civilian work or noncombatant 
military duty. 


* * 7 


The War Resisters International reports 120 C.O.’s 
now in French prisons. These men have served a total 
of 400 years in prison—and there is no end in sight. 

This does not take into account an estimated 1,000- 
2,000 men who do not object in principle to military 
service, but have gone to prison rather than participate 
in the “dirty war” in Algeria. An even larger number 
of men have “disappeared” rather than report for duty. 


* * * 


CCCO’s emergency after-hours telephone number is 
CAnal 7-1341R. Place all calls person-to-person to George 
Willoughby, Blackwood Terrace, N. J. at above number. 
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Vegetarian Appeals Conviction 


Marvin Tamarkin of Miami, Florida was sentenced 
to 12 months imprisonment last spring by Federal Judge 
Emett C. Choate. Tamarkin refused to accept induction 
a second time after failing to secure a C.O. classification 
from Selective Service. 

Tamarkin had earlier been classified I-O by his draft 
board. which later reclassified him I-A. Tamarkin lost 
on appeal, refused induction, was brought to trial, but 
was freed because he had not been furnished a copy of 
the Department of Justice recommendation. 

When his case was reopened, he was again given a 
I-A classification. He exhausted his appeal rights and 
again refused induction. 

In upholding the denial of C.O. status, Judge Choate 
held that the defendant’s vegetarian beliefs were not of a 
religious nature, but more philosophical in nature. “The 
term ‘religious’ is broader than such a philosophy or a 
merely personal moral code. While each man may find 
God in his own way, to grant the defendant an exemp- 
tion from service on the basis of his ‘religion of vegetar- 
ianism’ would open the door to evasion of our Selective 
Service laws by diverse and unlimited varieties of indi- 
vidual ‘religious’ expression.” The Judge further held 
that Tamarkin’s C.O. beliefs arose primarily from dietary 
training rather than religious training and belief involv- 
ing belief in a Supreme Being. 

Tamarkin regards vegetarianism as both a religion 
and a philosophy of life. He claims belief in a Supreme 
Being, along with most other members of the American 
Vegetarian Union to which he belongs. He said, “Isn’t 
it preposterous for a vegetarian to refuse to kill lower 
animals and yet agree to take human life?” 

Tamarkin remains free on bond while an appeal is 
being taken to the U.S. Circuit Court. Leonard E. Abel, 
Miami Beach, Florida, is attorney for Tamarkin. 





SENTENCE REDUCED 
(Continued from page 1) 


disobeying several commands, was found guilty, and sen- 
tenced to dishonorable discharge, forfeiture of all pay 
and allowances, in addition to five years imprisonment. 
Callahan was not a C.O. when he registered for the 
draft in Chicago in 1951. After he had been given an 
induction order in 1955, Callahan filed the special C.O. 
form and requested noncombatant C.O. classification. 


THE COURT REPORTER 


I PROSECUTIONS 
Sentences not previously reported 

3- 7-58 Marvin Tamarkin, 12 months, (Miami, 
Fla.) Judge Emett C. Choate 

9-12-58 Richard G. Keene, 15 months. (Denver, 
Colo.) Judge Alfred Arraj 

(Both prosecutions for refusal of induction. ) 

II RELEASED FROM PRISON 
On Parole 

5-16-58 John Martinson (previously reported as 

released 5-28-58) 
III MEN CURRENTLY IMPRISONED 

Allenwood, Pa.—Jonas W. Nolt 

Danbury, Conn.—Daniel Stauffer 

Englewood, Colo.—Johnny Freedom 

Mill Point, W. Va.—Mose L. Swartzentruber 

Petersburg, Va.—Robert Smith 

Terminal Island, Calif—Nick A. Klubnikin 

(William A. Kariakin and William Prohoff, er- 

roneously reported as being imprisoned, continue 

free on bail pending appeals.) 

Total number of C.O.’s convicted since 1948 to 

date. 339. (This is a minimum number; J.W.’s 

and Muslims are not included, and we miss a few.) 


In filling out the C.O. questionnaire, Callahan stated 
that he did not believe in a Supreme Being. He stated 
that his C.O. convictions grew out of his belief that “A 
higher intelligence is revealed to individuals in truths by 
process of their intuition and educational development. 
The individual must live these truths to maintain in- 
tegrity.” 

The draft board refused to cancel the induction order 
and to reopen Callahan’s classification. Later Callahan re- 
fused to accept induction and was found guilty of vio- 
lating the draft act. The U.S. District Court in San Fran- 
cisco gave him a choice of induction into the Army as a 
combatant or a term in prison. Callahan accepted induc- 
tion, but since he continued to object to combatant duty, 
Army authorities sent him to the C.O. noncombatant 
medical training center at Fort Sam Houston. 

Shortly after accepting induction into the Army, Cal- 
lahan found that he could no longer conscientiously per- 
form any military duty. He was constantly in difficulty 
with his superior officers because of refusal to obey orders 
and was eventually courtmartialed. 
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